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Winston is the cleverest of all the young men, and the
mistake Arthur made was letting him go/'

I indicated that, however true this might be, he was
hated by his old party ; to which he replied :

" They would welcome him to-day with open arms if
he were to return to them."

We ended our talk by his telling me that he had always
been a Home Ruler, and that nothing could be done till
the difficulties in Ireland were settled.

Wanting to show some of the compassion I felt for
him, I told him before leaving that I also had had a
nervous break-down, and added :

" You know, Mr. Chamberlain, I was so ill that I
thought I was done " : to which he answered:

" Better to think it, Mrs. Asquith, than to know it as
I do/'

I never saw him again.

Mr. Chamberlain was right; our party had great
difficulties ahead of them ; and I began to realize of how
little value brains can be; I was tired of cleverness and
thanked God that Henry had more than this. In the
great moments of life; in times of love, or of birth, or
of death, brains count for nothing. The clever among
Henry's colleagues were not always loyal, and the loyal,
with notable exceptions, were not too clever,

I will quote what I wrote in my diary, April, 1910:

From my           <c I sit in No. 10 and wonder how long we shall stay

Diary,           here.   Our Lords Resolutions will be over on the I4th,

10 Downing   ancj on the 28th of April we take the third reading.   For
Street            ^.jie moment we do not know how the Irish will vote, but

pn , 1910    y ^ey jo-n ^e Tories against us we shall resign.

" Henry wants a complete change of scene. He dines
with Uoyd George on the 28th, at the Savoy, to
celebrate the passing of the Budget, and motors to